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Toc Hðhow, where, why did it begin 

The Grave of Man 
painted by  

Eric H Kennington 
At Talbot House, 

Poperinghe 
 

This is the grave of man. No 
monument 

Of patriot mourned by King 
and Parliament. 

But it and the obscure and 
horrifying hand 

Have thrust it up has long 
since left the land. 

For the trim parke of heroes 
neatly planted 

Through which the admiring 
tourist moves enchanted. 

 

W J Turner. 
 

As at the bottom of 
the  
painting opposite 
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has come across it in 
any capacity has a 
totally individual 

experience and therefore view 
of what Toc H is. 

By the end of the Centenary 
year it is hoped that there will 
be a fresh history of the 
hundred years during which Toc 
Hðthe movementðdid indeed 
move with the times and helped 
to form the society of today in 
positive ways!! 

At the time of writing I also 
have to say that this is our 
intention, but with both our 
members of staff off sick, 
probably long term and me also 
needing extensive treatment, we 
just go forward in faith that ña 
good thing thus begunò will 
come to fruition in the form of  a 
bound volume of the articles. 

Hilary Geater Childs 
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This is the first of a new style of  
In Touch that  is intended to run 
throughout our centenary year 
and, apart from carrying the usual 
family news and articles, will cover 
the history of Toc H as seen at the 
time.  So hopefully will give a ófeelô 
for each decade as our researcher, 
Jo Adams, is largely working from 
the journals of the time.  

Jo (Josephine) brings fresh eyes to 
old material and like many people 
of today had virtually no 
knowledge of Toc H.  She has not 
been aware of many of the 
different interpretations and 
sometimes myths that have come 
to be over the century.  By 
working solely from the original 
material of each decade these 
relatively brief accounts should be 
a fresh view. 

Although many feel they know Toc 
H inside outðI feel that part of its 
beauty is that every person who 
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EDITORIAL 

The centenary of the foundation of Toc H has arrived and is marked 
with this issue of In Touch, in which we begin a series that will over 
the next twelve months tell the story of the Movement in the United 
Kingdom through the activities of members. We will include stories 
of developments that spread across the world whilst remembering 
that our foundational home are the many projects that came to life 
through a meeting in London in 1919. 
 

In saying this Iôm not seeking to avoid the importance of Talbot 
House which was the midwife to an idea that has led to a hundred 
years of activity. 
 

The centenary is an opportunity to consider not the next hundred 
years, it is however a period in which we will be asking what is the 
future of Toc H? 
 

Our membership like so many similar organisations is growing older, 
in this we are no different to membership bodies who have served 
local communities and raised funds for international projects. In 
reflecting on why this is the case the reasons given will be social 
media, the fact that younger people do not commit to established 
organisations and the catch all, so often used, that óIôm/we are too 
busyô as though a previous generation had all the time in the world!. 
In addition, a problem for Toc H is that we have non-members who 
through social media seek to own the name and the ethos whilst 
failing to contribute to the wider good of the Movement. 
 

I hope that during what left of 2019 and through 2020 we might be 
open to asking what the future is and how do we work together to 
build on the legacy created for us since the foundation in 1919. 
 

The World Chain of Light will take place in Birmingham for the 24 
hours of December 11th and 12th, sadly it will be a vigil of the faithful 
few. We had hoped that members would try to join us, sadly the 
response as been limited to say the least. I hope that all members 
will find time during the 24 hours to find time for reflection on the 
order of service that you have received and send to the office your 
reflections on the text and the questions. 
 

We are entering a critical period as we consider the future, it is 
dependent on all of us to reflect on what the future might bring. 
 

The critical element of our working together is encapsulated in the 
fact that since 2008 we have been heavily reliant on Hilary and Doug 
Geater Childs who for a number of these years allowed their home to 
be the office base. Both are now suffering different degrees of ill 
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health and need our support and prayers. In addition Marcia, our 
administrator, has been diagnosed with serious health issues. 
 

The work load of maintaining the office has been held together by 
Hilary and Doug, the Board will be considering how we move forward in 
the light of the above, whilst we will do our best to identify answers we 
look to the members for support and if possible advice. 
 

The centenary is a year for us to celebrate whilst we consider what is 
the future. 
 

I will end on a positive note with the hope that over the coming months 
all of us will be open to contributing to answering the question what the 
future for Toc H is going to be in the period after December 2020. 
 

Terry Drummond 
 

A Specially Commissioned Play  
for the Centenary

Many of you will have enjoyed seeing Peter Gillôs play titled  
óTalbot HouseðA home from homeô and Peter agreed to write another 
play which he has titled óThe Four Points of the Compassð The Story 
of the Toc H Movementô  - Itôs world premiere will end the opening of 
our Centenary year by concluding the World Chain of Light.  The lamp 
that will have been lit the evening before will mark the reaching of the 
full circle around the globe and its extinguishing the end of the Cere-
mony of Light and the beginning of the Centenary Year.  There will be 
at least six performances throughout the year around the UK. 
 

We are also delighted that Peter has joined as a member! 
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Wessex Toc H Bench Dedication 

 

 

On 16th September, Wessex Toc H Branch gathered to dedicate the 
bench they had placed in Wantage Memorial Park. It is a symbol of 
remembrance and also an affirmation of Toc H's commitment to 
friendship and an end to loneliness. 
 

Linda Parker gave a short introduction,  the Revd. Roger Williams, 
the Branch Chaplain, dedicated the bench and the Town Mayor made 
a short speech followed by refreshments which were served at the 
bench. The Wantage Branch banner, which has not had an outing 
since the 1960's, was on display. 
 

In Toc H Wessex news, it is hoped to extend the activities of the 
branch to Wallingford and Crowmarsh Gifford."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bench with 
Wantage Branch  
banner and group 
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Some of the Saltburn Scarecrows!!! 
In the positions they were in throughout Saltburn town Festival 

which  involved many of the Townôs groups  
including The  Saltburn Toc H  Branch!!!! 


