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It is possible for there to be a 
confusion of our centenary with 

that of Talbot House.  By 
making the distinction we 
are affirming the 

incredible work that is a part of 
our history that we should 
celebrate. 

I’m writing this a week before the 
annual commemoration of the end of 

the First World War which is marked 

by Remembrance Sunday. A 
commemoration that year by year is 

a reminder that we have so much to 
be thankful for in marking the lives 

of those who have given their lives in 

working for peace whilst caught up 
in the horrors of war. 

It is a part of our ethos that we 

continue to ensure that the creation 
of a better society is an active 

element of working in keeping alive 
the memories of those who died 

working for peace. 

On many levels it can be hard to 
hold together memories that in many 

cases belong to others. Most of us 

have little or no personal contact 
with those who died because time 

moves on and those with a direct link 
have themselves reached the end of 

their lives. Having said this it is 

important that we maintain our 
commitment to remembrance and 

give thanks through acts of kindness 
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The AGM in October heard of plans 

for celebrations of the beginnings of 
the Toc H Charity which begin in 

November of 2019 and go through 
to November 2020. The detail will 

be developed over the coming 

months with the expectation that 
an outline plan will be presented to 

the 2018 AGM. 

In celebrating the centenary, it is 
important that we recognise that 

Toc H with its roots in Talbot House 
came into being when Tubby 

Clayton was approached by  

representatives of the many men 
who had experience of the warmth 

and hospitality of Talbot House. 
They then went on to work 

together in keeping alive the 
message of hope that was shared in 

the house and the Upper Room. 
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in the memory of those who go before us. 

On a personal level the fact 2017 is the centenary of the battle of Passchendale 

is one such example of keeping alive memories on behalf of those who are no 
longer with us. My grandfather was one of the many thousands who died in the 

horrors of this fearful battle, where so many died not from German bullets but by 
drowning in the mud. 

The death was 33 years before I was born, and it took me many years to 
recognise that even though there was only an indirect link with him, I 
had contact through my mother and after her death that link continues 
and is passed on to my son. On the one hand there is no memory, how 
could there be? On the other there is the link of family that says every 
generation of a family is linked if not by memory at least by the 
knowledge that is passed down from parents to children. 

The annual act of remembrance ensures continuity of links that should 
never be lost, in the same way in celebrating the centenary of Toc H we 
are giving thanks for all those who went before us. Marking the many 
acts of kindness that contributed to the creation of healthy communities 
and ensuring that support was offered to so many different groups. 

My links to a grandfather who died so many years before I was born can seem 
remote and paradoxically close. Likewise, so can our giving thanks for those who 

laid the foundations for the work we continue to build on. 

Toc H is an example of a movement that is more than the sum of its works, we 
may never know of all the good that was done in the past, we do know that we 

are called to keep alive the message of hope that was seen in Talbot House and 
marked by those who were willing to keep alive the vision and work together for 

the common good. 

I’ve no doubt that my grandfather along with many others at the battle of 

Passchendaele believed they were fighting for a better world, our task is 
ensuring that we continue to work to complete that vision. 

                            Terry Drummond. 

In Touch magazine  
is produced three times a year, the last date for submission of  

articles is the end of  February, June  and October 

Cover Picture 
Four members of Paris Branch preparing its 80th birthday lunch. 
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The Toc H branch here in Paris was officially started in 1937. We 
welcome English speaking seniors to get together and to keep contact 
at our  monthly teas. We also have a Ploughman’s lunch and a special 
Christmas lunch. We do visit people at home when necessary. We 
meet at St Michael’s Church, 5 rue d’Aguesseau, 75008 Paris and it is 
thanks to their generosity that this has been our ‘home’ for the last 42 
years. 
 

This year we have celebrated our 80th birthday and so our 
Ploughman’s Lunch held on May 15th was also our party. Everyone 
had a wonderful time. Valerie had prepared a display of photos 
showing our activities back to the 1980’s. The room was done out in 
blue and Susan, one of our members, made us a delicious and 
beautifully decorated cake. Our Toc H lamp, of course, had pride of 
place. We are so lucky it was safely hidden during the war and was 
reunited with the Chaplain afterwards.  
 

                      Valerie Chemama on behalf of The Paris Toc  H branch  

Paris Branch Celebrates in Style 
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Happy Birthday to our cross Channel Branch!!!! 
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How About a Weirside Branch???? 

 

 
 

 
 

When talking to one of the regular annual users of Weirside she said 
how pleased they were to be back and how they would like to support 
Toc H if they knew how.  I replied that as long as they believed and 
stood by the four principles of friendship, service, fairminded-
ness and reconciliation the best way they could support Toc H was 
by standing up for those ideals by joining the movement as a member 
and paying their annual membership fee.  She happily took me up on 
this and is the first member of her particular group to do so. 
 

Whilst we were talking about it we discussed how various folk felt a 
great love for Weirside, valuing the gifts and special times that the 
place has provided them with.  In the past we have had many offers of 
help from users saying how they would happily attend a Maintenance/ 
Cleaning weekend, but it is hard to know whether they mean it, have, 
the skills and even remember who they are  So we started to wonder if 
a new form of Branch could start which would meet to do its branch job 
of keeping the place up to scratch and practice the Four Points on two 
or three weekends a year.   
 

Feedback on whether it is thought that this might work would be wel-
come, as would people who would be interested in forming such a 
branch. 
 

Please contact Central Office. 
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This year we have started a new way of introducing people who might 
in the future be interested in becoming trustees to the roles and 
responsibilities involved together with the background of where Toc H 
is at the time they would go for election.  It has been difficult to brief 
new trustees thoroughly and quickly enough so that they can function 
when they take up their duties.  This has certainly not been helpful 
either to the Movement and especially to the individual concerned.  So 
this year we start with a Board of Trustees which meets our Bye-laws 
and in addition four observers who are interested in learning more. 
 

Over the three editions of In Touch they will be given the opportunity 
to introduce themselves, so starting with A for Andy who has agreed 
to be the ‘guinea pig’ :- 

Andy Spindley Introduces Himself 

“ Dear Toc H members,                  

I would like to introduce myself to 

you all. My name is Andrew 

Spindley, I joined TocH recently 

after  finding out more about the 

charity whilst carrying out the 

renovation at the Looe branch. I 

hope that we can renew enthusiasm 

in Toc H with all generations both in 

Looe and nationally and move the 

charity forwards and upwards. I 

have also joined the Board of Toc H 

as a probationary trustee and I 

hope that my input will be of benefit 

to the board. I look forward to 

meeting and speaking to more 

members and getting ideas we can 

use in Looe. “ 

Andy along with Joyce, Maria 
and Mike will be attending the 
first  Board meeting of the new 
Toc H year which is  over a 
24hr period 
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Please convey my warm thanks to the Members of the Rushton Royal Branch of 

Toc H for their message, on the occasion of their Sixtieth Anniversary which is 
being celebrated today. 
 

As your Patron I much appreciate your thoughtfulness in writing as you 
did and in return, send my best wishes to you all for a memorable and 
successful event. 

ELIZABETH R. 

Rushton Royal’s Diamond Jubilee 

Editorial comment:  This was such a good and warm occasion that Marcia’s 
thanks to the Branch and Judith’s post event e-mail give a real feeling of  the 
occasion. 
 

Happy Diamond Jubilee Rushton Royal 

What a lovely welcome Hilary, Doug and I received from the friendly folk at 
Rushton Royal on the day of their 60th anniversary, October 4th 2017. Joined 

by Paul from Barton-on-Humber Branch, we were privileged to share in their 

heartfelt celebration which was topped by a letter from Her Majesty the Queen 
and a beautifully iced and wonderfully delicious jubilee fruit cake washed down 

with copious amounts of tea and coffee. 

As a first time visitor to the branch, I was given such a warm welcome and 
would like to thank all the ladies and Ron for making me feel so welcome and 

for the wonderful gifts that you presented to Hilary and me.  

I felt honoured to be in your company. May your branch prosper for many 
more years to come.       Marcia Wynter 

A spread fit for 
a queen and 
the message 
from The 
Queen which 
is reproduced 
below  
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Hi Hilary and Douglas 

Thank you so much for joining us in our special celebrations.  We 
hope you enjoyed it and it was good to meet Marcia as well. What a 
lovely lady and she fitted in so well with everyone.  I had numerous 
phone calls last night with good reports of the way the afternoon 
went so I must have done something right.  

Thank you and hope to see you all again sometime. 

Judith 
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Next Trip to Poperinge 
With 

Tubby’s Tours 
Will be 

April 9th to 14th 

This time the trip 
will gather and start 

from  
Birmingham 

The trip needs at least to 
break even and your travel  
by mini-bus, the ferry and  
your accommodation will be 
divided amongst the number 
going. Prices alter but it is  
expected that if 10 + driver go it should be around 
£325 at the most.  Meals other than breakfast and 
all other costs are your responsibility. 

Interested ????        

  Please make contact. 
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It was another graveyard 

(I had seen so many) 

And I walked in duty. 

Then, I entered the memorial. 

It was a circle of stone… 

A cold, white, impressive symbol, 

And then, I saw,   

Placed against the wall of names, 

A bouquet of roses. 

              My heart felt hurt and plunged deep. 

I was pierced by the caring...grieving... 

Longing... loving memories.  

I felt anguish for the suffering  

Caused by the loss of this name - 

I knew not. 

Eighty years of painful love. 

How much he was loved. 

How much he could have loved. 

I was moved as frailer, we live on 

To witness the coldness of these stones 

And bear testimony to the living stories  

             That simply never unfolded in the fullness of time. 

             Will we ever learn to live 

             So that we do not inflict such a loss? 

                                           ©Barry Broadmeadow   6th May 99 

Another Graveyard 
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Toc H Worksheet 
 

Quite often we use the centre pages to display a range of pictures, but 
we are breaking from that tradition this time as a past member, Rev. 
David Coleman sent in a worksheet he had written for checking and 
approval.  APPROVE IT WE DID!!!  In fact we think it is interesting 
and really good and sought David’s approval to reproduce it here.  The 
original is better presented but unfortunately it couldn’t just slot in—
however the contents are the same.  So you might like to take it out 
from the staples and pass it on, or use it over Christmas with family but 
please join us in saying:- 

Thank you David, we appreciate your work!!! 

 
Andy Hodgkinson and 
Jump Working Men’s 
Club, home of Barns-
ley Toc H branch 
have taken on being 
the central point for 
their local Royal Brit-
ish Legion Poppy Ap-
peal, back in the 
summer he asked the 
ladies to knit some 
poppies—this is the 
amazing result:-   
 

Fantastic!!  
 

The Club hosted a 
performance of ‘Meet 
Tommy Atkins’ - a 
Peter Gill play. 
 
 

Barnsley are Covered with Blooming Poppies 
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TOC H WORKSHEET 

 How Toc H began, in words and pictures 

 Group and individual activities 

 Links to History, English, 

 Religious Education & Citizenship 
TOC H 
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In 1915 Britain 

was involved in 
the war we know 

as the First World 
War or Great 

War.  A line of 

trenches had 
been dug, 

stretching from 
the North Sea to 

Switzerland.  
Soldiers would 

spend many days 

in either the front 
line or support trenches before being given a few days rest at a 

town behind the lines.  This rest was very important, life in the 
trenches was boring but it was also very dangerous.  You had to 

watch out for enemy snipers, trained marksmen who could kill 

with one shot.  The trenches were often shelled and, even if they 
did not suffer a direct hit, there was a danger of being hit by flying 

metal, called shrapnel.  From 1915 there was also the danger of 
gas attacks, poisoned gas that could kill or cause permanent 

damage.  Huge rats lived with the soldiers in the trenches, these 
and other factors made them very unhealthy places to live. 

Life in the trenches was boring but it was also 
very dangerous. 

Read it:     WHERE IT ALL BEGAN 

Do it: 
FIND OUT ABOUT IT! 
 

Find and read some poems written at the time to see what the 
soldiers thought of life in the trenches. 
 

Find out about the trench network and how the trenches were 

constructed. 
 

THINK ABOUT IT! 

Imagine you are a soldier in the trenches; write a diary describing 

your life.  
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Read it:   

TALBOT HOUSE WAS OPENED 
 

Back in Britain, or Blighty, as the 
soldiers called it, people were      

becoming concerned about the    
soldiers’ welfare.  The Archbishop of 

Canterbury sent two army    
chaplains, Nevil Talbot and Philip 

“Tubby” Clayton, to Belgium to look 

into the welfare of the troops.  They 
were asked to find suitable  

accommodation for a soldiers club. 
 

This they were to find in the town of 
Poperinge.  This was the support 

town for the trenches around the 
town of Ypres or Ieper.  Other clubs 

existed in Poperinge, but the one 

that Clayton was to run would be 
unique and very special to those 

who used it. The house in the rue de la Hopital belonged to a wealthy hop 
merchant who had sent his family to their home in France to escape the war.  

It had three floors and an attic as well as a very big garden.  An originally 
suggested name for the house was Church House, but Tubby preferred the 

name Talbot House, in memory of Nevil’s brother, Gilbert, who had been killed 

in the war earlier that year.  Talbot House opened in December 1915.  Soon it 
had a nickname, Toc H, which came from the signaller’s code used at the time 

[Talbot House became TH.    T = Toc and H = H, so Toc H] 
 

Do it: 
LOCATE IT! 

Find the towns of Poperinge and Ieper on a map of modern day 
Belgium. 
 

CRACK IT! 
Find out about other codes and forms of signaling used in the army.  Can you 

work out what Talbot House would be in today’s code? 
 

Read it:  UNIQUENESS OF TALBOT HOUSE 
 

The uniqueness in Talbot House was due partly to the way it was run and 

partly to the way it encouraged its visitors to forget about the war and think 

about others.  The ground floor of the house had a canteen and rest areas.  
You could also visit and sit in the garden that had been laid out to look like an 

English country garden.  If you had money, i.e., were an officer, you paid for 
food and your payment ensured that those less able did not have to.  The next 

Talbot House in Poperinge, Belgium 
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two floors of the house contained bedrooms, a library [you borrowed a book by 

handing in your army cap] and Tubby Clayton’s own room.  In this room, 
something very strange for the army happened; you totally abandoned your 

rank.  There were no officers or soldiers and the word ‘sir’ was not used.  A 
private soldier would call his general by his first name.  This was revolutionary.  

Finally, on the top floor of the house, the old hop loft was turned into a chapel.  

Many thousands were baptized and took communion, others used it as a place to 
reflect and pray.  Those men, and a few women [nurses and ambulance drivers, 

stationed in the many hospitals that surrounded Poperinge] found Talbot House 
to be a very special place. One  

described it as follows: 

“When I came over the threshold I 

seemed to have left all the 

depression and weariness of the 
street behind.” 

Another said that the house: 

“Helped you to realise that you 

were not just a cog in the machine of war, but a person with likes and dislikes, a 

standard of comfort and, oddest of all, a mind.” 

They wrote home and told their families about it.  For many, there would only be 

one visit.  They would return to the front line and be killed, for the area around 
Ieper was one of the most dangerous in the war; at one time the life expectancy 

for an officer was just seven days… 

Talbot House also encouraged you to think about other people.  There was a 

group of regular visitors who put on concert parties and entertainments in the 

hop store that backed on to the garden.  These shows were not just for the 
soldiers but also for the people of the town.  The first Christmas, the visitors 

managed to find a tree for the house and decorated it with apples.  They 
donated sweets and chocolates for the children of the town, 

who came to the first of many parties at Toc H. 

Do it: 
THINK ABOUT IT! 

Imagine you are a soldier on your first visit to Talbot House.  
Write about your experiences.  Imagine you are a child from 

the town of Poperinge, growing up in a war zone, at the first 

Toc H Christmas Party.  What was it like?  How did it feel? 
DESIGN IT! 

Design a poster telling soldiers about the new club, Talbot 
House or Toc H.  Include its address and describe what 

soldiers are likely to find there. 
 

‘All rank abandon, ye who enter here’ 

The sign that 
hangs outside 
Talbot House 
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Read It: 
AFTER TALBOT HOUSE 
 

Early in 1920, many of the men who had visited Talbot House during the war, 

and found something special in its uniqueness, decided that this  

shouldn’t be lost.  After the terrible things that happened in the war, these 
people joined together, calling themselves members of  “Toc H” the  

nickname for Talbot House, to work for a more peaceful world through simple 
good neighbourliness.  
 

Toc H chose as its symbol the ‘Lamp of 

Maintenance’.  It is modelled on an oil lamp from 
Roman times with a Double Cross on the handle 

to remind us of Ypres where Toc H started, and 
with Latin words on the top which mean ‘in your 

light shall we see light’. 
 

Toc H people set up houses in London where 
young men on their own in the city could find a 

place to stay, make some friends and do some work in the local community.  

Before long, there were many more such houses.  Later, local groups were 
formed around the country where people met for  

friendship and did local community work.   
 

After nearly a hundred years, groups of people of all ages still work together as 
Toc H groups and branches, making a difference to their communities, and 

working to help out wherever it’s needed and wherever they can. 
     
 

Do It! 
DISCUSS IT! 

Talbot House was supposed to be just for the war years.  However, the       
experiences that men and women had there caused them, when they returned 

home after the war, to attempt to recreate the special uniqueness of the house 

in the Toc H movement.  Discuss in a group why you think this was. 
 

The Toc H Service of Light always ended with the words ‘Let your light so shine 

before men, that they may see your good works and glorify our Father which is 

in heaven’.  Make a list of what causes trouble and violence.  Can you think of 
ways that you can work for peace and against trouble and  

violence? 
 

Key Words: 
Welfare = the health and happiness of people or help to people in need. 

Unique = the only one of its kind. 
Revolutionary = a new idea that changes the way people think about 

something. 
Community = the people who live in one area or belong to a group who have 

something in common. 

Toc H Lamp 
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Hello Toc H’s 

I am trying to trace a lady who I knew as Marina Kennedy (nee 
Roberts), last known of in the Loughborough area.  She would have 
first known me as Pauline Ayrton. 

Background 

Marina and I first met whilst doing a summer school project in 
Dumbarton, Scotland in July/August 1973 (I would also be interested 
in contacting anyone else who also worked on this project). 

Marina came from Wales, we became good friends.  In September/
October 1973 she started attending the University of Bradford which 
is only around 8 miles from where I live in Halifax so we were able to 
keep in touch easily and met up fairly frequently.   

I got married on 25 May 1974 and Marina was one of my 
bridesmaids, and her then boyfriend/fiancé Stuart Kennedy also 
attended the wedding.  Marina and Stuart married in July 1976. 

I remember that Marina sent me a congratulations card and present 
when I had my first daughter Sarah in May 1977.  Marina left the 
University of Bradford in 1977. 

We managed to stay in touch for a while, then I lost her address 
though I think she was living in Loughborough at the time in 1978/9.  

I would really like to get back in touch and would appreciate your 
help, if you have any contact details for her please give her my e-mail 
address pleach1954@gmail.com. 

Thank you in anticipation of a successful conclusion to my request. 

Pauline M Leach (née Ayrton) 

A Request for Help 

 

Editorial Note: We would not normally print any name, e-mail 
address, address or phone number unless specifically asked to 
as is the case here - good luck Pauline! 

mailto:pleach1954@gmail.com
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Unfortunately Duncan Oakley was too incapacitated to attend the 
AGM and wrote the following for the ‘Branch Round Up’ -  

This has been a busy year for the use of the Hall from our Branch 
Afternoon Bingo on Wednesday Afternoons and our Goodwill 
Christmas Party for local residents and members of the Afternoon 
Group.  

The Pre-school now take more hours to allow for the new 30 hour 
free childcare which obviously increases our income from this source 
although they do have a Grant from Branch Funds. Our other 
regular hirers are a group of people who come on Tuesday and 
Thursday, which the organiser says is well supported, for Puppy 
Training. She sometimes has three sessions a week running at any 
one time. The Wednesday evening Ball Room and Latin Dancing 
classes which are run by a lady who has been using the hall for over 
20 years are still running. On Mondays there is a club for young 
people between the ages of 8 and 14 all of whom have learning 
difficulties or other problems. This is run by a Charity based in 
Tunbridge Wells called IMAGO. 
 

As to the fabric, we have had South Wall externally rendered 
because of water ingress problems and it has now been decorated 
at  the same timeas the original rendered part of the wall, much 
improving the appearance of the aspect of the hall. We have also 
fitted new wire mesh custom made guards for the radiators in the 
main body of the hall. This should also improve the efficiency of the 
gas heating systems having replaced the old boxed covers. A further 
expense was the removal of the old flooring on the mid-landing 
because of damp and screeding and damp proofing before new vinyl 
flooring was fitted. All of these works have been carried out from 
Branch income without a call on HQ for finance. 
 

Our next project is the installing of new UPVC double glazed units 
which should be completed by the end of October. This is also to be 
funded from income. This has meant that we have not been able to 
send in to HQ any great amount of funds this year 2017/8, but hope 
that the improved fabric of the building will be beneficial in the long 
term. 

High Brooms Activity Report 2017 
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The Completed Works 

What a face lift! 
The refurbished rear wall with new windows which provide an 

opening that is big enough to provide good ventilation in the summer 
but small enough to maintain security and high enough not to trap 

little fingers!!! 



20 

 

Barton on Humber getting noticed! 

Following their work with Boultham Park Barton get a 
mention! on their blog:- 

PAVING THE MEMORIAL WAY BY TOC H 

Toc H is an international charity and membership movement that 
emerged from a soldiers’ club in Poperinge, Belgium during World 
War I. It seems to be auspicious as the group from Barton, 
Humberside came to Boultham Park on Saturday to revamp the 
Memorial Garden which was started in 2014 for the 100 years 
memorial of WW1. The area has had some success in becoming a 
new space for people and as we said in our previous news we have a 
new design to take it to the next level. 

Members led by local family team Martin gave us an outstanding 
boost in opening up the new pathways and allowing new access to 
the area. This involved removing some of the existing paths and re-
laying the edgings. A tree  planting and stump removal really got the 
group heated up. The team previously helped out with painting in 
the park and they showed their commitment to the park with 
focused effort once again. 

It was lovely to see a group of families and friends (including Annie 
the dog) happily working and socialising in the garden. We were also 
treated to a visit from John Pye, the Boultham Park Advisory Group 
Chair and his granddaughter, who were both impressed by the 
energy and action happening.(Photo credit and rights to John Pye) 

Please feel free to pop by and have a look at whats changing and 
look out for further news of the features coming. If you would like to 
lend a hand or offer any donations for planting, that would be 
greatly appreciated. 
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I gazed at stones 
but there was no inscription. 
They were alas, timeworn 
and nature had taken its toll. 
Their memory is no longer remembered 
But they cared and strived. 
Perhaps loved and laughed. 
They knew how to dream 
and also to face disappointment. 
They, nevertheless, felt the spirit 
and their hearts beat with the drum. 
They knew how to fight for truth 
as they knew the love of the world. 
 
In those graves are the foundations of the future. 
We may give only a glance at those stones 
Under, are those that gave us life. 
Although their testimony has not survived 
their gift must not be diminished or forgotten. 
Their songs echo over the land. 
Their dance was not in vain. 
Although they now feed the poppies, 
They fed the angry guns of defiance. 
They faced the cruel foe. 
The sacrifice must still be honoured. 
Nor must we squander or forget 
that which must never be lost...the spirit of 
freedom.          
 

                                           ©Barry Broadmeadow    

Weathered Names 
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Linda Parker has worked really hard to set up a Toc H branch in the 
Wantage area and since the last In Touch has set up and run two 
highly successful events and reports:- 

The first of this Autumn’s events organised by Toc H Wessex took place on 
Friday October 6 at the welcoming and cosy venue of the Comrade’s Club, 

Wantage. 
 

The speaker was a member of the branch, Major General, His Honour Gordon 
Risius, who gave a talk drawing on his experiences as head of army legal 

service and a circuit judge. The talk was called “Justice Under Arms - British 

Soldiers and the Law” and stimulated some interesting questions and 
discussion. 
 

Refreshments were served, there was opportunity to look at information about 

Toc H Wessex  and Hilary Doug and Marcia were on hand to answer questions 
about Toc H nationally. 
 

An appeal was given for ideas and suggestions about our planned projects 

involving Guerrilla gardening and aspects of dealing with loneliness.  

 

 

 

On Wednesday 8th November, the 

branch were delighted to host a 

performance of Peter Gill’s splendid play 

“A Home from Home” about Talbot 

House. Peter and his colleague Iain 

Barton gave a performance which 

entertained enormously but also got 

over a clear message about the work of 

Tubby at Talbot House and the genesis 

of the Toc H Movement. 

The evening’s proceeding began with 
‘Light’ which was presided over by The 
Revd Roger Williams who has been 

Wessex Branch is Established 

…. and then …. 
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associated with Toc H since University days . Guest of Honour was Wing 
Commander Jim Wright, a veteran of Bomber Command who flew many 
sorties in the Second World War 

The play was followed by 20 minutes of singing Great  War songs , such 
as” It’s  a long way to Tipperary” and “Pack up Your Troubles “. They 
were led by a group of singers from The Wantage area which might in 
time become the “Toc H Wessex Singers “ 

In time honoured 
Toc H tradition there 
were refreshments 
and a chance for 
people to have a 
chat and learn more 
about Toc H. Doug 
Hilary and Marcia 
were on hand to 
answer questions 
and lend their 
support to the 
evening. 
 

The branch, having hosted several consciousness raising events, now 

plans to attend more to the “service” element of the four points of the 

compass. Ideas are an attempt to address the question of loneliness 

and also to arrange some Guerrilla Gardening. 

 

 

 

Linda and three members of the Wessex branch 

are leading those representing Toc H at the 

Whitehall Cenotaph march past this year.  Sadly 

it is a smaller group than recently with Toc H 

only fielding 7 people in the end ….. BUT…… 

It is the presence and the respect that counts!  

 

…. and now….. 
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We will remember them ! 

Dorothy Lilian Dewberry  

Lily Winter  

Mary Cowpe 

John Hull 

Nevil Peatfield 

Gerald Knights 

Denys W H Rendell  

Alex Fox 

Age shall not weary them 

In Thanks for the Life of John Hull 

John Hull, who was National Chaplain of Toc H in the 1970s, died last 
August 

He was a musician – singer, organist and composer.  He was a 
painter and he earned his living as a watercolourist for the past 35 
years.  He was a comedian – who can forget his party piece, the 
performance of a letter about an unpaid gas bill arranged as a quartet 
from a Mozart opera in which he sang all four parts, moving nimbly 
from bass to soprano to alto to tenor?   

And he was a priest who saw his ministry as awakening the creative 
spark which he believed lay dormant in each of us. 

His Music and Painting Weeks at Dor Knap, the Toc H conference 
centre in the Cotswolds, encouraged many to pick up a paint brush 
and to sing in four part harmony for the first time since their school 
days.  The group of singers that he led, the Occasional Singers, along 
with the Chelmsford Dancers, gave concerts entitled The Song and 
Dance of Worship, in churches and cathedrals around the country.   

The Cotswold Festivals which he organised at Dor Knap included craft 
exhibitions ranging from painting to corn dollies, performances of 
music in a wide range of genres and a Shakespeare play performed in 
the outdoor arena carved into the hill overlooking the Vale of 
Evesham.  His religion was serious but never solemn, a way of 
experiencing the beauty and the joy of God.         Ken Prideaux-Brune 
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It was with sadness that Heart of England Branch received a letter 
from Janet, Nevil’s daughter, that 
her father had died after a short 
illness just a fortnight before his 91st 
birthday. 

Nevil’s association with Toc H went 
back a very long time, he was at 
Mark XX in Putney in 1954 and the 
photograph shows him at the centre 
back and also a ticket for the well 
known Toga Party which was held 
there. 

He and Mary married in 1955 and 
moved to St Albans, as a child Janet 
recalls the Festival of Light, jumble 
sales and also thinks there was a 
garden party. 

A move to Leamington Spa brought 
family trips to Dor Knap where no 
doubt Nevil would 

have met up with John Hull on occasion.  The whole 
family loved Dor Knap and it provided a retreat for 
Nevil.  He also visited the Old House in Poperinge. 

When they moved to Birmingham they joined a 
branch meeting in Moseley which eventually 
developed into Heart of England Branch which Nevil 
attended regularly and made a real contribution to 
with a ready smile and a gentle humour.  Eventually 
he was reluctant to leave Mary and with increasing 
mobility problems himself he stopped attending, but 
kept in touch via mailings and a very occasional phone 
call.  He was always a pleasure to know!! 

In Loving Memory of Nevil Peatfield 
15.04.1916 ~ 1.4.2017 
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We are often asked if Weirside 
ever floods and despite the 
weather a few weeks ago the 
answer is still NO! 
 
 

Revd Bertrand Olivier, vicar of All 

Hallows’ by the Tower, in the City of 

London is to be the next Dean of Christ 

Church Cathedral, Montreal, in the 

Anglican Church of Canada. Bertrand, 

who is a member of the General Synod, 

will take office next February and 

reported that he was looking forward to 

combining the Anglophone and 

Francophone aspects of his identity in 

the bilingual ministry in Quebec. 

Weirside Stays Dry 

Congratulations Bertrand !!!... 
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Forthcoming Activities 
 

Saturday 9th December, 
Toc H Carol Service     
2pm All Hallows.   

Possibly a “Bring & Share Lunch  
and tea coffee and cakes afterwards 

 
Monday 11th December     

World Chain of Light  
From South Africa 

The papers are in the mail to members who receive full mailings. 
If you only receive In Touch but would like to take part, even as a 

lone member please contact us and we will send you a copy . 
Further copies are also available 

 

15th & 16th December 
Christmas Tree Festival in Birmingham 

Featuring a Toc H tree constructed by Heart of England Branch 

….  and  Congratulations Jan!! 

“Jan Louagie MBE. We were delighted to learn that Jan Louagie has 
been awarded the MBE. Jan became secretary to the Talbot House 
Association in 1982 and has guided it through all the changes that 
have taken place over the past 35 years.  He skilfully negotiated the 
various grants that made possible the creation of the Concert Hall mu-
seum.  His continued creation and exploration of the archives mean 
that he is far more knowledgeable about the history of Talbot House 
than anyone else, knowledge which led to the production of A Touch 
of Paradise in Hell, first in Dutch and then in English – the definitive 
history of Talbot House in World War One.  And all this while holding 
down a demanding job as a teacher of English at a secondary school 
in Ieper.” 
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Toc H is committed to building a 
fairer society by working with 
communities to promote 
friendship and service, confront 
prejudice and practice 
reconciliation. 

In Touch magazine is copyright © 2017. Reproduction of any part is not permitted without prior permission 
Published by Toc H,  P O Box 15824, Birmingham, B13 3JU 

MISSION  STATEMENT 

Friendship:             To love widely 

Service:  To build bravely 

Fairmindedness:    To think fairly  

Witness:  To witness humbly 

The aims of Toc H are defined by the 
four points of the compass, first defined 
in 1920:  

Prepared by William Bestelink 
Friendship – To love widely  
Think of all members in Britain and overseas,  
     the Board of Trustees and others running Toc H,  
     and those who are housebound, ill or isolated. 
 
Service – To build bravely   
Think of all people whom we are serving,  
    the work that In Touch describes, 
    and look for new opportunities of volunteering.   
 
Fair-mindedness – To think fairly 
Think of all suffering through war today including all refugees, 
     all who work for reconciliation,  
     and people affected by floods & other natural disasters. 
 
Witness – To witness humbly 
Think of all who have visited Talbot House this year,  
     those looking after the Old House, 
     also that more people may be inspired by Toc H and its vision.. 

 

NATIONAL PRAYER CYCLE 


