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EDITORIAL

The magnificent display of
ceramic poppies that were set
out in the moat of the Tower of
London proved to be a tourist
attraction, more so in the days
before November 11" and the
keeping of the 2 minute silence
in recollection of the armistice in
1918. The numbers attracted to
view the display seem to have
represented a cross section of
the whole community who on
viewing the poppies shared an
emotional experience of
recognising the importance of
remembrance.

The photograph of the handing
over the O6Peace
travelling the world before
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returning to Poperinge for
the marking of the 100"
anniversary of the opening
of Talbot House was taken a
few weeks before the
display was completed.

The 6Peace
ceramic poppies are a reminder
that whilst we are a hundred
years on from the opening
battles of the First World War,

it is important that we

remember the hundreds of
thousands who died fighting for
peace. The poppies were both a
reminder and a gentle
celebration of the lives of those
who died.

The 6Peace
that we live with the realities of
conflict in the world today. The
problems of war are a part of
the lives of too many people, for
instance in Syria and also in
other countries that, all too
often, are not reported by the
media.

The 6Peace
contribution that Toc H can
make to working for a better
understanding of what peace
means. The collection of

o Ricuresy messages and

signatures brings together a
memento from across the world.
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I n making the statement about our <cont
making a very big claim for a small number of people. The truth is that

whilst Toc H across the world represents a small number of people, it is

through our individual and collective identity that we can contribute to

discussions and activity in creating a better and peaceful word.

The First World War veterans who were the first members of Toc H were
encouraged to do good as a matter of course, without publicity, and to
remember those who had given their lives fighting for freedom. In the
years that followed many activities were started by Toc H members across
the world and this continues to be the case.

In a conversation with the Bishop of Rochester | mentioned the work in
Tunbridge Wells which he had visited very early in his time in the diocese.
He went on to say that he had seen a large Toc H sign in Harare and it
made me think that we may be small but we can be a sign to the world of
what good can be done by a few committed people.

At the AGM | spoke of our ageing membership in the UK, age is relative, we
can be as active as we want to be even if the activity is limited. As long it is
based on working for the good of the wider community it will be another
contribution to the building of an equitable society.

Like the first members in the 192006s d
remains a key element of our call to service and the working out of the
values that are summed up in the Four Points of the Compass.

To return to the ceramic poppies they were in place for a season before
being despatched to those who had purchased them. We are called to be
active for more than a season but like the poppies whatever we do should
be of the moment and be a pointer to the future.

Terry Drummond

Cover Picture:  Martine Boone hands over the Peace Book into the safe
keeping of Terry Drummond outside the Tower of London and the field of
ceramic poppies. This is the start of its journey around the United

Kingdom and it is our earnest wish that as many members as possible
contribute to it.
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Linda Parker who has just been elected as a Trustee shares part of
her research with us

Many of the troops that had visited Talbot House during the war were from

the Dominions, particularly Canada and Australia. When they returned

home, they formed groups of ex -servicemen, who seeing the growth of the

Toc H movement, resolved to start groups of their own. Tubby described

how Toc H had started to take root in the Dominions, not as a movement

imposed from London, but as the natural result of men who had known the
fellowship of Talbot House in the war to attempt to replicate it in their own
countries after the war: ne.it was é
Canadians, New Zealanders and Australians, who had never thought to set

foot on English soil, until they came to share the agony they could have
easily avoided, created Tal bot House ¢
considered that the growth of Toc H al
scattered in all parts of the world, who regarded Toc H as the turning point

in their experience but did not attempt to keep it to themselves, and were
unanimous that they should transmit the truth of Christ in Flanders to the

next and subsequent generations?o

Tubby was pleased to be invited to Canada in 1922 by Lord Byng, the
Governor General of Cananda. Lord Byng had distinguished himself as a
general in the War, and had led the Canadian victory in April 1917 at

the Battle of Vimy Ridge, an historic military milestone for the Dominion
that inspired Canadian nationalism. Tubby was pleased to think that the
nascent branches in Canada had been noticed by the Governor General. He
set sail on January 6" 1922 and received a splendid welcome at
Government House, Ottawa. After a rest of two weeks with the Byngs he
set out on his travels to lecture about Toc H and give encouragement to
groups armed with his magic lantern apparatus. The tour was a success,
generating large audiences full of enthusiasm and managed, as well as
raising the profile of Toc H, to raise funds for its work. As a direct result of
his visit Winnipeg became a branch. In the first lamp lighting ceremony in
London in 1923 Winnipeg was the first overseas branch to receive its lamp.

Travelling next to New York Tubby, at first not impressed with the City, but
after he had been there two weeks, supported by the rector and
congregation of Ridgefield, Connecticut, he wrote to his father that he had
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found Athe genuine New Yorko. Tubbyés
from his perception of it as a materialistic and modern country. Tired from

his Canadian tour, he perhaps had an unduly pessimistic outlook. He

certainly made an impression in New York, and made contacts which were to

bear fruit during and after the Second World War.

By 1925 funds were needed to support the rapid expansion of Toc H, and in
the light of his successful tour of Canada and New York in 1922, it was
decided that Tubby would make a world tour, accompanied by the energetic
and successful Toc H padre of the Manchester Mark, Pat Leonard.

Timesr eported that Toc H was fiseeking fr
around the worldo. Tubby and Pat Leona
about the aims and methods of the movement. Edward, Prince of Wales,

talking about the movement of Toc H, expressed the view that the young

men that they met in different countri
in this wonderful fellowshipé | feel s
torch that you carryo.

Tubby and Pat Leonard (ex-chaplain and full time padre for Toc H ) set out

on Thursday 8" April 1925 on the RMS Antonia. A Royal reception was held

on the Cunard ship RMS Antonia, and 3040 Toc H members had come on

board. Pictures were taken of Tubby explaining about the Everest lamp,

given in memory of Andrew Irvine, which Tubby was due to take to a group

of rubber planters in the Malay jungle. The expedition was provisioned for 44

weeks and took 17 trunks and packing cases which Pat Leonard was
responsible for. He | ater described th
range of clothes... including field service uniform, Arctic underwear, tropical

evening clothes, scout Kit,..... there were several boxes of lantern slides and

a magic lantern... two or three Toc H lamps, a portable altar and much Toc

H Iiterature. o Tubby described his vis
on to New York. In New York Tubby had arranged a lunch on board for

i mportant contacts and Pat and Tubby w
conceivable angle. o

He preached three sermons on the Sunday and attended various lunches

and meetings of all kinds. At the end of his visit to New York he reported:

i We have had a good time in New Yor k.
is better - real deep keenness which will, | trust, result in Toc H being really
formed as a native USA movement. 0 The
service men, the Navy Club with Theodore Roosevelt in the Chair. Pat

Leonard reported that although the Americans were very polite and

Continued on page 10
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Press Release for the BBC

Cenotaph March Past 2014 - Background information sent to
British Legion & BBC

Toc H is a positive legacy of the First World War. A Royal Charter charity
which has achieved much over nearly a century of offering simple acts of
friendship, of seeing needs in the local community and doing its best to
meet them.

The name Toc H comes from the 1st World War Army Signaller's code for
the initials of Talbot House, a "Home from Home" in Poperinge, Belgium,
during the time of trench warfare. The House was run by an Army
Chaplain, the Revd. "Tubby' Clayton, and he invited soldiers of all ranks to
find a haven of peace and refreshment, physical, mental and spiritual,
whenever they could, provided they accepted Tubby's rules, chief of which
was "abandon rank, all ye who enter here". Talbot House was opened on
11th December 1915, so will be celebrating its centenary in 2015. After the
war, many of the soldiers who had experienced the special atmosphere of
Talbot House, gathered together to try to recreate something of its ethos in
their home towns, and in special hostels in major cities in Britain, and later
around the world. The aims of the charity, which was granted a Royal
Charter in 1922, are summed up in the "Four Points of the Compass": To
love widely (friendship), To build bravely (service), To think fairly
(fairmindedness), and To witness humbly.

For many years, Toc H members numbered in many thousands, with a large
staff to support members and to run projects of all sorts. Now the charity is
purely voluntary, administered by a small Board of Trustees.

Our contingent today will be led by one of the Trustees, Andy Hodgkinson,
accompanied by a group from the Toc H Barnsley Branch (our newest
branch just entering its second year) which meets at the local Working
Men's Club which he manages, now very much along the lines of the Toc H
ethos. This year we are grateful for being awarded extra tickets, and the 20
strong contingent includes other members and a former Mayor of Hackney,
Dr Shaikh Shuja, who worked closely for many years with the Rev. Gualter
de Mello on the Committee of Prideaux House, a Toc H House and
Community Centre in Hackney.

We will be in Column M, and have been taking part in the march past for
many years.



This year we had requested extra tickets and received 20 and people came
from far and wide to represent Toc H at this very moving ceremony. The
top picture was taken from the BBC television coverage which was
accompanied by a good commentary about Toc H.

Below is the Toc H group on Horse Guards Parade after the March Past.




