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Just a Friend
Gorgie child & Traveller child
sitting in the sand
Do not see a difference
As they hold each other’s hand.
All they see before them,
their castles in the air.
The placing of the flag and shells,
with the greatest care.
Come back to my trailer home,
if you are allowed to come.
Gorgie, Gypsy mother’s love,
Every mother’s son.
The war it ceased in 1945,
but will it never end.
The face of hate on either side,
those waving placards too.
Do not solve the problems
as they come home to you.
While each side refuse to see,
each others human face.
The brother sister members
ALL THE HUMAN RACE.
Trish Wilson 2008

FRIENDSHIP SERVICE
FAIRMINDEDNESS
WITNESS
By Toc H MEMBERS (Past and present)
for Toc H MEMBERS (Present AND FUTURE)
SSN 1758-2407

1 Charity No 211042 SC045491

EDITORIAL TEAM
Hilary Geater Childs
Rebecca Dickson

Charity No 211042
SC045491

Toc H
PO BOX 15824
Birmingham
B13 3JU
Tel: 0121 443 3552
e: info@toch.org.uk

2020
was
our
centenary year and
we had planned for activities
that would be a celebration of
the best of our history, the
centenary issues of In Touch
have given an insight into the
many activities over a hundred
years. Many might seem
eccentric other examples of the
insights of members serving
their local communities.

Terry‘s Letter
We begin 2021 in what may be a
difficult winter as we work our
way through the aftermath of the
latest outcomes of Covid-19, at
the time of writing the news is of
vaccinations and the possibility of
respite later in the year. We must
wait with hope that there is light
at the end of this tunnel.

In every case they show what
is possible when a few people
come together to identify new
ways of meeting the needs of
individuals and families.

In Toc H we are coming to terms
with the death of Doug Geater
Childs who along with Hilary as
been at the centre of our policy
making and delivery. Doug’s
ability to respond to whatever
came into the office will be
missed, whilst he was employed
as General Secretary his work
covered all the hours of the day
and he contributed far more than
can be covered by being a paid
employee. In every sense with
Hilary he represented the best of
the values of Toc H. May he rest

The other side of the year was
the fact that due to Covid-19 it
was impossible for most
charities to be active, the
exceptions being food banks
and communities organising to
offer support to the isolated. In
many ways these projects
represented the best of shared
humanity.
Our plans for 2020 were
impossible to follow up due to
the periods of lock down which
in
addition
made
Board

in peace.
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meetings difficult, though Zoom offered us an alternative method of
coming together The reality is that to be truly effective we need to
come together in person to ensure creative communication.
In planning for 2021 we hope that some of what was planned for
2020 may be able to organised, in particular performances of Peter
Gill’s play the ‘Four Points of the Compass’ which offers critical
insights into our history and offers a challenge to our future
thinking. If it comes to a space near you be sure to book your
ticket.

I have written on many occasions on the fact that Toc H must look
to the future and plan for how best it can serve local communities
and live out the Four Points of the Compass. In many ways the
pandemic has heightened the challenge. We are a Movement of
members who are not young, like other charities we face a problem
of not attracting new and active younger people.
We need to plan for an uncertain future, the Board has begun this
process by agreeing to offer financial grants to projects that reflect
the philosophy of Toc H. By supporting local projects, we can keep
alive the message of the Four Points of the Compass and renew the
name of Toc H in the public realm. We have not yet finalised the
details of how to receive applications and how to allocate funds, I
hope that by the spring we will have information to share with you.
At the beginning of a second hundred years we need to consider
what is possible and how we can be most effective, this is a task for
everyone in Toc H, the Board will be at the forefront of promoting
activities. I hope that members will come forward with suggestions
that we can consider and hopefully promote.

In looking back over a hundred years there are many examples of
local initiatives undertaken by Branches, those days are in the past
it is up to all of us to find ways of working with others to keep the
light of the Toc H lamp lit to challenge the darkness of our day.

Terry Drummond
Note from Editorial Team - Please see Page 31 for practical
ways that you can help whilst remaining within the Covid
restrictions.
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Remembrance Day 2020

Toc H wreath laid by Sir Patrick Thompson. Sadly our members could
not attend the very reduced contingent at the Cenotaph but we were
pleased that this message was read out by David Dimbleby on the BBC
from the messages that were laid out at the Cenotaph. We were the
last message read out which seems appropriate when you read the
message!

Let the Children Play
Let the children play among the graves of fallen soldiers.
Those that lie in Flanders fields were barely that much older
When their youthful playful lives were ended.
Let young lovers meet among the ordered ranks of men
Lying silent, still, alone, who’ll never love again,
Or see their children born, grow up, and thrive.
Let the fallen witness song and laughter, joy and love.
Shine some light upon them from the world above.
In the midst of death let there be life.
By Robert Barker
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The Movement of Toc H
1970-1979

Well at first glance, the 1970s could be summed up by three things
Green Shield Stamps, flashing lights and …. parties

but more importantly,

Property and Projects too…. and sadness

Quite often young people were involved in the construction of the
lights.
Young and not so young helping make the Flashing Lights (with the
aid of the ubiquitous Fairy Bottle)!
So let me begin….
Green Shield stamp scheme,
popular all over the country,
enabled people to collect small
green stamps and stick them in
a slightly messy little book
(always my job at home), which
were then redeemed against
the cost of goods. Unless of
course, you were a Toc H
member who collected them for
fund raising. Mrs Winifred
Osborne from Heatherley, for
example, collected a quarter of
a million to furnish 12 new bungalows for the disabled!
The flashing lights could also be bells, buzzers or symbols that
contributed to the Emergency Response scheme that in fact started in
the 1960s but really took off in the 1970s. Branches across the
country installed devices in vulnerable peoples home so they could
summon help when required. The scheme was very successful, won
prizes and raised the profile of Toc H in many areas. By 1974 the
scheme had reached New Zealand and by 1978 branches in Australia
and Vancouver were also on board.
Quite often young people were involved in the construction of the
lights.
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1975 was a year of parties and celebrations with Toc H marking
its Diamond Jubilee and All Hallows Church, rather trumping that by
reaching its 1300th birthday.

Young and not so young helping make the Flashing Lights,
(with the aid of the ubiquitous Fairy Liquid bottle)!

The Jubilee was celebrated in typical Toc H fashion with festivals,
tea parties, concerts, sports etc culminating in a weekend
celebration in London with a service at Westminster Abbey, a
Festival evening, alongside similar events in Poperinge. Many
special Jubilee projects were commissioned including a new Toc H
centre in Port Penrhyn in Wales and a health & welfare centre in
Pannikampatti in Southern India.
The celebration of the 75 year milestone inevitably led to more
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The derelict warehouse that became the Port Penrhyn Centre

parties as branches that had been
formed in the subsequent years
reached the same anniversary.
Looe celebrated theirs with a tea
party and river trip for
handicapped children.
Many other examples of longevity
have been achieved and it would
be impossible to mention all these
but notable ones include
Barkingside who have been
sending over 900 disadvantaged
children on holidays since 1946.
This of course involved endless
jumble sales, coffee mornings and
carol broadcasts to raise the
necessary funds.
Manchester branches were not
far behind with 30 years of
children’s holidays. St. Austell
women’s branch must have been
one of the first as they celebrated
their 35th Anniversary in 1977, with
entertainment and a re-dedication
service.
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Looe celebrating on the water

Members at Scartho branch in Grimsby had been running Britain’s
longest running hospital request programme which had recently
celebrated its 25th birthday. The original programme was held in a
billiard room with no transmitting equipment so patients had to be
taken to the room to hear their requests!

Frank Smith being DJ
Eric Tilley talking to a patient
Chelsmford continued to provide
a Stockman’s tent at the Essex
show, a service Toc H has been providing across the country since
1928 and Isle of Wight branch have been running a hospital
canteen for 22 years. In 1978, the Rhyl Children’s Holiday centre,
that had entertained over 10,000 children, celebrated their Jubilee
and Rushden Royal’s women’s branch celebrated their 21st
birthday, they were notable for their singing group known as the
‘Rushden Royals’ who performed at Guest nights in themed costume.
Bournemouth & Christchurch celebrated their 7th birthday, not
one of the most memorable milestones, but the ongoing work they
did with a huge jigsaw library, taped news service for the blind and
work with local senior citizens mirrored the valuable work carried on
by branches all over the country.
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Rushden Royal (Northants) celebrating their 21st Anniversary

Another notable achievement (that actually occurred in late 1959)
was that of Susan Mc Kee who successfully completed her RoSPA
Cycling Proficiency Test. She was the 5000th child to complete the
scheme since Toc H came up with the idea in 1956.

A RoSPA training poster
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Property

On a more serious note, the new decade had begun with the
adoption by the Central Executive Committee of a policy statement
published at the end of 1969 that focussed on 2 main directives,
the first of which was property.
Toc H owned and used a large amount of property throughout the
country. The ongoing purpose and viability of these properties,
especially the Marks, some of which were situated in valuable
urban areas, became a focus of great concern. This proved to be a
serious dilemma for many members for whom the ethos of the
Mark was central to the original spirit of the Movement. Others
would argue that the financial outlay of large properties, that were
often in expensive city centres, did not justify their existence,
especially if they were not being utilised in the manner in which it
had been hoped. In the 1970 Journal it was suggested that Talbot
House in London, Mark III in Hackney and Mark VI in Birmingham,
(see below) were addressing the problems well, but other
locations were not so successful.
In 1972 after much discussion, the Central Executive made the
first and perhaps their biggest decision to sell the Toc H
headquarters in Trinity Square for £2,127,600, and move the
administrative headquarters to Wendover in Buckinghamshire. This
represented a major shift in policy given the historical significance
of the building in such a high profile location.
The acquisition of this large amount of capital then created much
discussion on how to use it to the best advantage of the
movement and a sub-committee was appointed to oversee the
money. Within a month a Director of Toc H issued a directive in
the Point Three informing the membership, that the £2million net
proceeds would be invested to ensure the security and income for
Toc H in addition to encouraging future growth.
This would include examining existing staff salaries to ensure they
were comparable to other charities and also attractive enough to
encourage talented new staff. Consideration would also be given
to supporting existing and new projects, but it was stressed that
this should not be to the detriment of the membership donations
to the Family Purse.
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‘If Toc H were to turn from being a giving movement to an asking
movement and the spirit of Toc H would wither’.
However, £22,000 (at that time) would be injected annually into
the revenue for development. In the longer term, this increased
financial stability also enabled the Central Executive to have more
funds available to offer loans for branches to buy new premises or
make improvements.
Other schemes under consideration was the gradual upgrading of
large Toc H centres, a contribution to the appointment of a Free
Church Chaplain to work with the All Hallows Team, help for
Overseas projects and strengthening our links with the Services.
While this seemed a laudable scheme at the onset, this large
amount of money was to cause a degree of heated debate in the
ensuing years.
Subsequently, in line with this new policy on property, the Bristol
centre was sold, Sheldon House in Birmingham (that cared for
young women) closed in 1973, Mark 16 in Swindon in 1977 and
Pimlico Mark in 1978.
On a more optimistic note a new house opened in Crawley, Sussex
named Clayton House to care for children. This has involved a
great deal of collaboration in the town from other charitable
organisations and donations of fixtures and furnishings, notably
furniture from the VIP lounge at Gatwick Airport.
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Talbot House Poperinge
A major improvement scheme was announced in 1977 to ensure that
the ‘old house’ did not just become a Museum but retained some
residential facilities for visitors from the UK and also could be a base
for the local Toc H branch.

Projects

The other main directive from the Central Executive at the beginning
of the decade focussed on the service aspect of the organisation.
They felt that Toc H should henceforth concentrate on the problems
generated by urban living. It was hoped that this work would
encompass homelessness, drug abuse, mental health problems, and
care for people on the fringes of society such as tinkers and gypsies.
They also hoped that ‘loneliness and rootlessness’ would be helped
both by members’ work, and, hopefully by encouraging more to join
the Movement.
This, in a broader sense suggested a considerable shift in emphasis,
given that during the 1960s, Toc H influence was of a higher profile
in rural, rather than urban areas. This was to be achieved by the
ongoing work of the branches together with the development of
project work (a thread that had begun in the 1960s) for which
specialist staff would be employed. These staff advertised for
volunteers from all over the country and Toc H reportedly became
the biggest organisation running voluntary work in the country. It
was hoped that the value of a project was twofold, the successful
completion of the project but also enrichment of the volunteer taking
part. This was harder to quantify and of course varied, but hopefully
it would be beneficial to the individual and collectively. Indeed, as
the decade progressed, a slightly different ethos emerged that ‘the
value of a good project lay more in the group experience than in any
service that might be given’.
An interesting example of accommodating others with different
values occurred during a very early project in the West Country
which involved some hard physical work clearing land. The
participants, understandably got very sweaty necessitating thorough
personal hygiene for the benefit of themselves and their fellow
workers. However, one young person refused to wash on the
grounds that this was the first time he had been away from home
and so the first time he could make his own decisions. This caused
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some consternation to the rest of the group who complained. The
group leader discussed the problem with the young person who,
unwilling to back down, rubbed himself down with onions rather than
washing, a compromise that the rest of the group had to accept!
Another ‘aim’ of the project scheme was to introduce able bodied
people to those disadvantaged in some way by handicap,
demonstrated by ‘Mini-Handi’ dances in which people helped those in
wheelchairs enjoy a social dance. This had in fact begun in the
1960s, first called Mini Handi Record sessions with a well-known DJ,
but later championed first by Prideaux House in conjunction with
250 volunteers from local schools and clubs.
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Saffron Waldron hosted a similar event with the help of local
school children and Scouts and Guides and many others followed all
over the country.

Saffron Waldron dances
Alternatively, some ‘projects’ were aimed at members to encourage
leisure and cultural activities, that included an archaeological dig in
Colchester, a photographic project for children, one especially for
married couples and a horticultural one where participants would be
paid.

Birmingham
There was, in the early 70’s a particular focus on Birmingham, where
a wide variety of work was taking place. Mark VI, perhaps one of the
more traditional and successful Marks had a group of residents who
were deeply committed to helping with the problems of
overcrowding, racial tension, delinquency and homelessness in the
nearby city centre. This proximity to the problems and to other local
branches helped to engender a local spirit that made the work more
productive.
One night in August 1970, 70 volunteers spent all night checking all
night cafes, derelict buildings and waste land to ascertain the extent
of homelessness in the city. There was a weekly soup group who
would feed homeless people, not just to nourish, but to chat and in
so doing demonstrate that someone cares. One volunteer said:
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“It is hoped that a person’s self-respect might be at least
stirred by someone taking an interest in him and
demonstrating to him that he is of some value”.
There was concern about disaffected young people. Play-schemes,
‘holidays at home’ youth clubs and more ambitious trips away to the
Langdale centre were organised to try and help. Sheldon House
looked after young girls who had nowhere else to go, some of
whom, stayed just a few days while others stayed for several years.

Hilary
Our own Hilary Geater, who joined the staff in August 1970, was
based in Birmingham. She began working with schools, before
moving on to organising classes for gipsy children, redecorating
projects, and survey
work on the homeless.
She apparently became
quite well known for her
tenacious, fearless
attitude, especially when
working with the
homeless in derelict
buildings and would
think nothing of working
through the night. A
measure of her success
was that in 1972 she
was instrumental in
organising 20 projects in
the area often in
collaboration with other
branches and charities
such as Christian Aid.
She also enjoyed
discussion weekends at
Dor Knapp and Alison House.
In July 1974, Hilary took project groups from Birmingham and
Peterborough to South Lincolnshire to make over 4000 flower
garlands using over 150,000 tulip heads for the Spalding Flower
Parade and Festival, an event that was publicised on the BBC. The
following month she was seconded for 6 months to work for
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Birmingham Education Department where eventually she set
up and taught in a centre for excluded children.

Hilary at a Project meeting
Project work also continued all over this country and overseas,
doing valuable work with children, young offenders, the
homeless, the elderly, and immigrants, on new housing estates
and in
hospitals.
Other
outdoor
work
involved
clearing
waste land,
canal work,
tree
planting,
graveyard
tidying and
many recycling
schemes pre
-empting
those popular today. (Another example of Toc H being ahead of
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its time). These took many forms and it is impossible to include them
all. Some were organised at branch level and others were organised
by volunteers, (the Winant Scheme was still strong), or as
collaborations between various charities (Rotary, Shelter etc.) or Local
Government departments.

Along the bottom of Stroud (Glos) valley runs an abandoned canal
once linking the Thames and the Severn. Toc H volunteers worked
with the local canal society who were creating a through waterway
as a linear water park.
The nature of the relationships with other statutory bodies had a huge
impact on the perceived success or failure of a project, something that
was illustrated in 2 projects in 1974. Grimley Terrace, Selly Oak in
Birmingham was a community project that focused on children and
families in 13 houses in one street, all of whom were considered at
risk in some way. Initially the scheme seemed to be progressing well
with meaningful relationships developing with the families, however,
after several years the scheme lost its way and was ultimately
considered to have failed. The reasons for this were cited as:
‘lack of clarity between the statutory and volunteer bodies’
‘the need for effective leadership’
‘no clearly defined project objectives’.
In stark contrast was the project that evolved in Yorkshire that
focussed on liaison with Toc H staff based at Colsterdale, (a Toc H
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residential house) and the Probation Office in Sheffield. It began
with camps in the grounds at Colsterdale for young people who were
under the care of the Probation service, then progressed to working
with families in the area who were able to stay at the house for 3
days at a time. The Toc H involvement increased as more branches
in South Yorkshire supported the scheme with money, food and
clothing. It seemed like the ‘aims, aspirations and methods of Toc H
were similar to those of the Probation service’ and in this case the
relationship worked very effectively.

Gypsies

Towards the end of the 1960s and early
1970s there had been widespread
dismay at the arrival of gypsy families
on unauthorised sites in Birmingham
and Toc H worked hard to make
contact with them, helping them with
practical problems, such as court
summonses, getting legal advice, taking
children to hospital and even running
summer schools for the children.
The dilemma about suitable sites for
Gypsies was not confined to the
Midlands and in line with the
aforementioned Policy statement,
Central Council backed a resolution that
pledged support for gypsies in their
campaign to secure adequate caravan
sites.
This was significant because it
reiterated the Toc H ethos that it was
morally right to treat all people equally,
and the poverty and squalor that exists
was immoral. This, it was argued
applied not just to Gypsies, but to
anyone who was not treated as a
human being.
Collectively, it was hoped a movement
like Toc H could have more impact on
the problem.
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Following
previous
enquiries, in May
1971 the Central
Executive
received
notification from
the Dept of the
Environment
advising that
under the
Caravan Sites
Act, local
authorities have
proposed 129
new sites for
gypsies. Whilst
this sounded a positive step, Toc H members in the West Midlands,
felt that some local authorities were not adhering to this and were
preparing a report on the provision across the country so far. The
DOE recognised that Toc H had specialist knowledge of this and
expressed a wish that they report back with their findings.

The subject of lack of sites was also
raised by the North Wiltshire Gypsy Council, (which Toc H had been
instrumental in creating), citing the DOE who had suggested that 200
sites were needed but only 40 had been established.
Elsewhere, Swindon branch were involved in ongoing work with
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gypsies and at the Central Council meeting explained the need for
more reading material that was particularly written for gypsy
children. They had begun the project but were anxious to find a
publisher, suggesting that Toc H could do it.
On a more positive note, the Gypsy Council had announced that 30
summer schools would be organised for Gypsy children. Volunteer
teachers were required and training would be given. Toc H
members who had experience of working with Gypsies were
encouraged to apply.
In 1972, similar care for the marginalised in society was
demonstrated when branches in Kent and Sussex provided help to
Ugandan Asians who were arriving in the country and later in 1979,
Luton branch welcomed Vietnamese Boat People.

Sad news
On December 16th 1972 Tubby
died peacefully in his sleep, at
his flat in Tower Hill aged 87.
His loss to a movement that he
founded was immeasurable but
his influence on Toc H would
live on.
‘He was indeed a dreamer;
he saw visions; but whereas
our dreams are made of
gossamer and last but for a
day, he clothed his with
flesh and blood, made to
endure’ (John Durham).

His funeral was held at All
Hallows on Thursday December
21st, the anniversary of his
ordination. The service was
conducted by the Rev. Colin
Cuttell with a large congregation
present and Yeoman Warders
from the Tower of London acted
as pall bearers. Subsequently a
Service of Thanksgiving for his
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life was held at St. Paul’s Cathedral and many tributes and books
followed.
“We cannot but mourn his
passing. We cannot but grieve
for the loss of that rich, deep
voice and uninhibited chuckle,
those twinkling eyes, that relish
for life’s absurdities and boyish
sense of fun and yet if he could
speak to us he would surely say
that mourning must lead to
action, that we can best honour
his memory by a deeper
commitment to the things for
which he stood” (Ken PrideauxBrune).
Maybe Tubby was ahead of his
time all those years ago in
Talbot House when he cared
for those men and women who
were ‘shell shocked’ from the
battlefield. He did not tend their physical wounds but looked after
their well-being by providing respite that treated the ‘whole’ person.
Later he tried to replicate that by creating an organisation that
aimed to provide friendship, a sense of family, spiritual care and
physical activity and in so doing instil a desire to give back to society
whatever the perceived need was. This continued after the 2nd World
War, but subsequently, in the 1960s & 70s, the central ethos, the
desire to care for the ‘whole’ person within a group, slowly diluted.
The reasons for this were complex and perhaps impossible to
identify exactly.

Statistics
Accurate figures are almost impossible to collate as records were not
uniformly kept, but between 1968 and 1979 the number of branches
and groups grew from 775 to 851 and the membership fell from
11516 to 11293, demonstrating that the branches and groups were
operating with fewer people. So over an 11 year period Toc H
remained relatively stable.
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Branch life
As usual the branches in the 1970s continued to amaze with the
variety of good work and madness which could fill this month’s ‘In
Touch’ so a quick roundup includes:
Sleaford wanted to
spruce up their town so
painted the railings on the
seafront

Ely branch had only 4
members but continue to
chop wood for the elderly
Barnsley branch were
given an old stable that
they converted into their
new meeting place
Rochdale took a group of
physically handicapped
children to visit a new
local motorway
Eastbourne inadvertently sold 2
Toc H lamps at a Jumble Sale,
but managed to get them
back…..one wonders why they
had 2 in the first place?
Cheltenham’s Assistant
Secretary, disabled since birth
typed branch letters with her
toes
High Brooms demonstrated a
good relationship with Kent
Probation Service allowing them
to have meetings for up to a 100
people at a reduced rent.
Denny entertained 16 special
needs children every week in the
local Scout Hut. Halloween was
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always memorable because both members and young people
dressed up.
If a branch
numbers drop
and work
diminishes their
lamp has to be
returned, so it
was heartening
to hear that
Crewkerne
members were
now increasing so their lamp was returned.
Decimal currency was introduced in 1971, with February 15th
designated as D Day, (a different connotation to that which
members may have been used
to), and initially the shops traded
in one currency or the other with
the decimal shops giving only
decimal change, so the £SD will
be phased out. As time went on,
Toc H, never a group to miss an
opportunity, collected the ‘old
money’ to raise funds.
Another nod to the 1970s
occurred when the south Sussex
district organised a children’s day
out at Eastbourne. The kids had
a great day, but so did some of
the ‘big kids’ i.e. members who
took part in the Space Hoppers
race.
There were times when a more unusual role emerged. In 1979
Harlow branch in S.E. England ran a ‘Lost Children Tent’ at their
local show, something they have done for the past four years. Any
lost children were cared for until they were reunited with parents, or
at the end of the day any remaining ones were taken home by car!
During the 2 day show well over 200 children were cared for. Either
it was a really good show or the parents were very careless!!
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In 1969/70 Broxbourne
raised money for a Minibus for
the disabled. This may not
seem unusual until the
number plate was revealed.
Luckily 1969 was the H
registration year and a useful
Toc H contact in Birmingham
was able to do the rest!!
In 1974, a large fund raising
campaign by a well-known
television presenter raised
over £50,000 for a patient’s lounge at Stoke Mandeville Hospital and
in the following year, in conjunction with Proctor and Gamble and
the sales of Fairy and Daz, 2 large caravans were donated for
handicapped children to have a holiday.
Some innovative schemes began in the 70s that included working
with the YHA taking children away for weekends, collaboration with
industry to stimulate a better relationship with companies for the
benefit of young people looking for work and the increasing use of
chalets and caravans for one parent families and those with
disabilities to have holidays.

Overseas work
Toc H continued to have a presence throughout the world but the
number of branches was decreasing.

India
By 1977 the Health
Centre at
Pannikampatti,
initiated as part of
the 1975 Jubilee
Celebrations
opened. The Toc H
symbol is just
visible on the sign.
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Lighting a brass lamp,
the traditional start in
India to any good
project.
Leprosy care, another of
Tubby’s great concerns
continued in
Palayankottai, and in
the later 1970s West
Worthing branch formed
a link with Trivandrum
branch in Southern
India to help them raise
money for a chapel,
whilst continuing with
local relief work,
following a cyclone.

South Africa
There was an increasing awareness of the problems of Apartheid,
with the subject being addressed at the Toc H South African Council
meetings. Operation Breakthrough was hoping to take Toc H across
the country breaking down barriers of language and race. It was
hoped that this would begin with the establishment of a centre in
Soweto which would employ African staff.
In the southern end of the Valley of a Thousand Hills where Botha’s
Hill TB Settlement started many years ago by Don McKenzie, now a
Vice President of Toc H, work on developing new concepts on the
treatment of TB continued. Its name had changed to Etembeni, or
The Place of Hope, a name given to it by the Zulus, one of the
largest tribes to inhabit the area. During Jubilee Year over £10,000
was raised to continue the work in centres such as these.
In Lesotho, Leprosy care continued and gift shops opened in
Johannesburg and Port Elizabeth to raise funds and provide advice
and information for local people.
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When Evelyn Wearing of Ulverton went to visit her son in Lusaka,
Zambia, she tried to
contact local Toc H
members. Five men and
two women, all Africans,
held a meeting to welcome
her which in fact was the
first meeting that they had
had for two years.
Following this they decided
to re-invent the branch and
more members followed.
The history of Toc H branches in Rhodesia goes back to 1929
when a men’s branch started in Umtali, other branches followed,
notably, the first Woman’s branch at Msasa in 1973 and at Sakubva
in 1977 the first African women’s branch received its Lamp. Their
work included helping the handicapped, old people, those suffering
from TB, young people who needed special care, knitting squares,
baking cakes, collecting toys at Xmas etc etc, could be a Toc H
branch anywhere really!
After 27 years, the work of Toc H continued at the Serviceman’s
Clubs in Berlin, where staff provided a huge range of services and
believed that friendly relationships with the servicemen and their
family remained at the core of their ethos.

Australia
Toc H continued here but not on the same scale as in the past.
However, in South Australia, a new wheelchair bus was presented
to a Home for Incurables and Coungeau House, a Toc H holiday
home opened on Bribie Island in Queensland. This has proved a
popular venue for pensioners and handicapped children who would
not normally have a holiday. Elsewhere work was focussed on
young people and the disabled.

New Zealand

In Nelson, branch members ran a hospital broadcasting service,
helped with the flashing light scheme and involved young people in
community service and Christchurch ran camps for children but in
general numbers have dwindled in the 1970s.
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Around The World
Elsewhere, 3 Women’s
branches continued to meet in
Buenos Aires and in Hong Kong
the branch is now run by Molly
Fletcher on her own so is now
classed as a ‘lone worker’, but
still managed to send £90 to
an old ladies home in Shatin in
the New Territories. Branches
also still existed in Chile,
France, Spain, France, Jamaica
and Vancouver, where a warm
welcome is extended to any
members passing through.

Agnes Cook (S Wales) and friends
On a more optimistic note, in
from Streatham Branch visited
1975 there was a new initiative
Vancouver and were warmly
entertained to lunch by the
to re-launch Toc H in the USA
Vancouver men’s branch
by a Winant Volunteer. He was
promoting the Toc H ethos
through Community Concern project with the help of £6000 sent from
HQ.
At the beginning of the 1970s Toc H was keen to use its new emblem
on ties, cuff links and blazer badges, but as the decade progressed a
change in the marketing took place. Following a competition amongst
members, won by Bridget Vetter, the new logo was used in a more
contemporary way on T shirts, sweatshirts and patches.
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Let us end with…
A heart-warming story, with
echoes of the past, emerged
when Toc H Builder Mrs Sarah
Raw was presented with a
bouquet from Toc H on her
100th birthday. Mrs Raw became
a Builder after the death of her
son who was sunk in the HMS
Hood in 1941. He had left a note asking that his subscription to Toc
H be maintained on the event of his death and in so doing,
encouraged his Mother to stay involved.
In 1970, another heartening moment occurred in Fleet in Hampshire,
when a young soldier and his family who had just returned from an
overseas posting were waiting for a bus adjacent to a public
noticeboard. His young daughter was looking at the notices and
exclaimed excitedly,
“Look Daddy, Toc H. I didn’t know they had that in England”.
With the heading ‘Happy Hednesford’, Colin tells the story of their
playscheme in 1977 that was so successful that the parents of the
attendees embarked upon a fund raising scheme for the next year
that resulted in many more people
being involved with Toc H. He wrote,
“My experience in Hednesford has
inspired me to sit and write to you in
the hope that, by sharing it with
others, it may inspire those in the
Movement who have tried to involve
others in their work and failed, to try
again and those who have never
tried, to make an all out effort now…”

Finally, in 1979, this picture

captures something of the popular
culture of the decade at a holiday
scheme reunion party organised by
Wessex and held at the Iford centre.

Where is she now I wonder?
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We will remember them !
Jim Cooper
Anne Dudman
Irene Turner
Vincent Foy
Ian Mattison
John Woods
D L Brown

Age shall not weary them
Hilary thanks so many of you for your loving condolences received
by her following the death of her husband Doug Geater Childs - it is
good to know how much he was appreciated and valued.

The Four Points of the Compass by Peter Gill
It is with regret: that we have to say that the forthcoming
productions of the play
“The Four Points of The Compass”
cannot take place under current conditions but we hope that there
will come a time when they can!!
We are watching the Government guidance and will inform
members through this magazine.
For those of us lucky enough to have seen the play before lock
down we highly recommend it as a true reflection of our history
and an inspiration for the future.

Correction - Centenary Edition No. 6
Page 8. Mrs Macfie should read Miss Macfie
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Tales from Talbot House by Jo Adams
I often say that “I’m working for Toc H at the moment…”
The reaction to that is either “who?” or “what is that?” but sometimes
there is a story….
A friend, Tim Clayton (no relation to Tubby!) recognised the name
immediately because of a connection to his Grandparents. So he
‘interviewed’ his Mum, Rona, on my behalf.
She recalled her father, Samuel Brentnall who had served with a
Lancashire Regiment and fought in the trenches at the Somme where
he was wounded by rifle fire. During that time he may well have
visited Talbot House, as on his return and after meeting other Exservicemen he became a founder member of Toc H in Blackpool.
The branch began in 1927 and 30 years later his work was celebrated
by the Mayor and Lady Mayoress at a Civic reception.
In his own words he said “Toc H is not so much a society as a way of
living”.
Rona remembers going out with him to help staff the soup-kitchens
for ‘down and outs’ in the city centre. She also remembered regularly
giving childrens clothes to a man who sat on the pavement on a small
street between Talbot Square and Queen’s Square. He had a wind up
gramophone which he played to entertain passers-by in the hope of
earning some loose change.
Many years later, Rona herself made use of Toc H services when
serving as a WRNR signals translator stationed in Glasgow. Though
she can’t recall its location, she remembered that “it was a single
room up a flight of stairs, well attended by all military service-folk,
and offered company over “tea and buns”. There was a piano ... and
a sign halfway up the stairs stating “This is it” (referring to the
lavatory)”.

Please Note :

Accompanying this edition is an important letter explaining steps that
the Board of Trustees have agreed and implemented whilst in
lockdown, but also sharing some new approaches that we hope you
will endorse and which will involve you in helping to address some of
the issues which will follow as we begin to face a society that has
been hit as hard as we have been.
There are suggestions towards the back of this edition of In Touch
and all are welcome to join in.
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We need your help …

Your local knowledge,
your suggestions,
your recipes,
And most importantly your involvement
And your wisdom…...
We have all been effected in various ways by Covid 19 and for many
it has had some of the effects of war - a war against a worldwide
threat. Although it seems as though we might be coming through the
worst of it, just like the last two world wars, but for many the wars
forced people together but this has had rather the opposite effect!
However just like those wars we are going to have to face the future
effect of this one, as we are now likely to drop into recession and
seek to re-float the economy. This may mean stark and very real
poverty for many and already the foodbanks etc are stretched and
people are being laid off from work as companies are closing.
Toc H believes that whereas we can offer only limited positive action,
we would be delighted to hear of how members, either lone or as a
branch, are involved!!! We are in a position to support financially by
way of grants local initiatives.
We are also aware that receiving food parcels does not help raise self
esteem whereas being able to use limited resources effectively does.
Therefore we ask:1.
If you are aware of a foodbank/project near you who would use
a small grant well please, nominate them so that we can reach
the places that get overlooked.
2.
You to send in cheap, nutritious recipes that you use to produce
a nourishing meal. State what cooking equipment is needed
i.e. whether an oven is required, whether a hob, hot plate, or
gas ring will suffice: if all that is needed is a kettle etc etc. The
recipes will be compiled into a Toc H recipe book and sent out
to the food banks etc and these will be accompanied by Toc H
pens, because if you can’t afford food you are probably unlikely
to afford a pen!
Please feel free to make other suggestions of how we can help in the
aftermath.

Please send these to the Toc H office marked for
attention of the In Touch Editors.
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NATIONAL PRAYER CYCLE
(This can be used weekly or monthly)

Prayers for Toc H’s Centenary
Friendship - to love widely

In our Centenary we continue to pray for our Patron, the Queen.
We remember the armed forces in both World Wars
and pray for all who protect our country today.

Service - to build bravely

As we remember the service Toc H has given during the
Century and all that continues to happen, we pray for those
Leading Toc H today and ask for new opportunities to serve.

Fair-mindedness - to think fairly

We think of our Country and all of any race or faith,
And that we can play our part in enhancing peace and
Understanding in our Society today.

Witness - to witness humbly
In the continuing Coronavirus virus pandemic in Britain and
world-wide, we think of all medical staff and others tending
everyone affected by it, particularly those isolated or lonely.
We also pray for all who have died recently
Prepared by Canon William Bestelink
December 2020

MISSION STATEMENT
The aims of Toc H are defined by the four points of the compass, first
defined in 1920:
Toc H is committed to building a
fairer society by working with
communities to promote
friendship and service, confront
prejudice and practice
reconciliation.

Friendship:

To love widely

Service:

To build bravely

Fairmindedness: To think fairly
Witness:

To witness humbly
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